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Abstract: Not all migrants become Diasporas and not all Diasporas can be labeled as migrants.
1
 With that 

understanding, it is therefore pressing to start this paper by trying to have the rudimentary understanding of what 

the diaspora means. From what we understand diaspora is a word of Greek origin meaning “to sow over or 

scatter.”
2
  Before this time, the historical Jewish experience gave us the prototype for better explanation which 

means: compelled expulsion and dispersal, persecution, experience of loss and the quest to return.
3
 

For a long time now, however, the word “diaspora” has been described as a term for internal identification among 

various ethnicities and groups who have migrated or ancestors migrated from one part of the globe to another or 

to many other places if you may. 

As cited in many online scholarships and websites, most self-construed Diasporas do not stress the mournful 

aspects long attached to the orthodox Jewish, African, or Hispanic Diasporas; rather they find themselves in the 

euphoria of cultural creativity, social integration and sometimes utopian disposition.
4
 

To identify with the diaspora encompasses a consciousness of, or sentimental attachment to, commonly declared 

origins and cultural connotations attached to them. Such origins and attachments usually dwell on ethno-linguistic, 

sectorial, religious, religion or other characteristics. Worry for development of the homeland and the misfortune of 

fellow diaspora members within or outside their community stems from the awareness and sentimental 

attachment.
5
 

This definition gives rise to queries about the number of generations passed, extent of linguistic ability, degree of 

co-ethnic social relations, number of times of celebration of festivals, ethnic delicacies served or even style of 

apparels donned.  The way ethnicity is paraded or displayed does not necessarily determine the degree at which 

someone might feel themselves a member of the diaspora community. 

The effect of the African Diaspora is now more than ever being felt back in Africa. African diaspora now expends 

growing increasing influence on the domestic policies of the countries they have left, but still emotionally attached 
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to. One example is the Ghanaian Diaspora organizations in Europe and North America that have pushed for the 

government’s approval of dual citizenship so as to get voting rights in the country. This request was granted in 

2002 allowing Ghanaians of dual nationalities to participate in the electoral processes back home. Ghana is one of 

the African countries in which a third of its highly skilled and trained human capital live outside the country.
6
 

This paper posits that despite the increasing number of diaspora literature, the glorification and exultation of the 

diaspora always override the conundrum of the diaspora members and intended members that sometimes get 

trapped in traffic; some making it through and some not too lucky.  

It starts by exploring the various understanding and interpretations of the African diaspora, the economic and 

financial contributions of members of the diaspora; political influence, the gap between African culture and that of 

the homeland and how the schism has been a bottleneck. It further explores the aspiration of members of the 

diaspora to be engaged in policy domains concerning their homeland beyond just the scope of migration, 

integration and trade. It also takes a critical look at the dangers faced by migrants in their pursuit to get to a 

foreign land and be counted in the diaspora community. 

Presently, many African governments acknowledge the need to grant special treatment to the demands of their 

Diaspora. They are equally looking at ways of guiding their citizens in their dealings and activities outside the 

shores of their homeland. Nigeria, for example, has an office designed specifically to advise the diaspora 

community under the Diaspora Commission Bill 2017.
7
 

In the same vein, the Senegalese government also has its own institution for the diaspora under the ministry of 

foreign and diaspora affairs.
8
 The African Union (AU) is equally canvassing the African diaspora. 

The AU plans to integrate the diaspora in its scheme of things to help create a better Africa that will make all 

Africans proud of their heritage anywhere they find themselves. The AU sees the diaspora as the sixth region of the 

continent.
9
 This zealous initiative no doubt indicates the value placed on the economic and transnational 

networking positions that African Diaspora now take up in the 21
st
 century going forward. 

Keywords: Africa diaspora, government, homeland, identity, integration, migration. 

1.   INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Attempts at diaspora clarification 

The original interpretation of the diaspora has been expanded to cover other people outside of the historical recognition to 

Jews, Armenians and Greeks; since the 1950s going forward, the African diaspora tend to have gained scrutiny becoming 

the core of most discussions and scholarship on the diaspora issues.
10

 But to some other scholars,
11

 however the African 

diaspora is as old as the diaspora concept itself. There has been evidence of initial dispersion of Africans to a period, not 

later hundred years ago. The modern diaspora is usually discussed in the context of movements of Africans in the 19
th

 

century but it started way before then, way before the Atlantic slave trade as well. 
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The increasing reality of the diaspora discourse is not intended to be denied or relegated in this paper, but to add more 

thoughts to what is already out there.  We have seen the migration of people in huge numbers to new places since the end 

of World War II.  Most of the people that have made these journeys have permanently settled in their new home, therefore 

they can no longer be seen as immigrants; nor can their presence be ignored. 
12

 The community they form is so strong and 

sometimes their resistance to assimilate into their host country is so apparent that they cause new challenges to the host 

and sometimes to their sovereignty  

There is distinctive understanding about the traits or uniqueness of the diaspora when we look into groups like the 

displaced Jews, Kurds, Palestinians, Albanian Kosovars, Indians and even the Chinese communities. These groups are 

usually classed as Diasporas; this is so because they share most, if not all, of the following attributes: 

1. They, or their ancestors have been dispersed from a specific original base to one or more peripheral, or foreign, areas. 

2. They retain a collective memory, vision, or myth about their original motherland—its physical location, history, and 

achievements and, often enough, pain. 

3. They believe that they are not, and perhaps cannot be, fully accepted by their host community and therefore feel partly 

disaffected and insulated from it. 

4. They regard their ancestral homeland as their true, ideal home and as the place to which they or their off-springs would 

eventually return—when conditions are improved. 

5. They believe that they should, collectively, be committed to the maintenance or restoration of their original homeland 

and to its safety and development. 

6. They continue to relate, personally or vicariously, to that homeland in one way or another, and their ethno-communal 

consciousness and solidarity are importantly defined in terms of the existence of such a relationship. The absence of such 

a relationship makes it difficult to speak of transnationalism. 

7. They share a common notion of ―community‖ not only with the homeland but with ethnic clan in other countries. 

8. They are willing to survive as a minority by maintaining and transmitting a cultural and/or religious heritage derived 

from their ancestral home. 

9. In structuring their communities and adapting to their host community, Diasporas become themselves independent 

centers of cultural creation; yet their creations continue to contain certain ethno-symbols, customs, and traditions of the 

homeland. 

10. Their cultural, religious, economic, and/or political relationships with the homeland are reflected in a significant way 

in their communal institutions. 

The above description represents the ideal scenario when discussing the diaspora. But what about those groups and 

communities that do not necessarily share these attributes? The tag of diaspora should not be constrained to mainly ethnic 

communities whose members have escaped or have been coerced to flee from their home states and whose expatriation is 

stamped by collective anguish; e.g.  Famine, political persecution, or genocide; furthermore, it may also be extended to 

those groups that had expatriated themselves of their own volition, for reasons of improved economic standard, political 

gain, or just mere adventure.
13

 

Some academics have disagreed on the term diaspora and how it has been described in many quarters. The idea that its 

homogenous and carries historically fixed identity, as well as values and ideals within a dispersed people have been 

queried. Some of the questions raised are:  

Who decides who belongs, and what are the criteria? Should it be based on original nation-state, religion, cultural, ethno-

linguistic or other membership benchmark? Is descent the only clear term of admission — and for how many generations 

after migration does this admission last?
14
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To avoid clashes of interests and have a defining understanding, claims and benchmarks assigned to diaspora bounds and 

admission should be self-imputed. It appears to be illegal or against one‘s rights for others to determine if a person is a 

part of the diaspora community even if he does not see himself as a member of such a group. 

With the advent and fast growing pace of the technology, it is way too convenient now for groups and peoples to function 

as transnational communities for sake of keeping their identity and political sensitization. Additionally, we now have 

affordable air tickets, cheaper phone calls, Wi-Fi and satellite TV which have all made it so handy to stay in touch. No 

doubt, the expansion of diaspora-related websites attests to the firmness of common interests and identity.
15

. 

Resoundingly, it‘s crucial that we avoid the temptation that in conceiving diaspora, opinions and experiences shared 

within a dispersed population, despite their common identification, should be considered. This is commonly the case 

among the diaspora groups who migrated at different historical periods. 

1.2 African diaspora worldwide 

”People think if you describe someone with glistening brown skin you are writing about race, as if the whole of the 

African diaspora is in someone’s brown skin”  – Jamaica Kincaid 

A Diaspora is a community of people residing outside their country of origin. Currently, African migrants are part of a 

large-scale, worldwide Diaspora or transnational community which is increasingly transforming as one of the major 

global forces shaping to the trajectory and trends in the 21
st
 century.

16
 

What is known as African Diaspora today has been used by many scholars, policy-makers, historians to mean the 

descendants of Africa irrespective of where they reside.
17

  To some academics, it means the present emigration from the 

motherland, Africa.  To the African Union (AU), The African Diaspora is that person of African descent domiciling in a 

foreign country outside the continent.  This frequently used ―African Diaspora‖ was first contrived in the 19
th

 century, but 

became a trending phenomenon among the politician and academics in the 21
st
 century. 

One of the core reasons is the arduous size of the African Diaspora -- an estimated 175 million worldwide, ten million of 

whom are migrants from Africa.  In 1965 an equivalent of 2.3 percent of the world population at the time were African 

migrants; in 1975 it was 2.1 percent and in 1985 it was 2.2 percent jumping to today‘s 2.9 percent of the world population 

today in just a decade.
18

 

It is also important that we make a distinction between diaspora and migration. According to the International 

Organization for Migration, migration entails the movement of an individual or a group of individuals, either across an 

international border, or within a recognized state. It is the movement that involves people, it covers any kind of movement 

of people, irrespective of the length, formation or causes; it covers the movement of refugees, displaced persons, 

economic migrants, and people moving for other adventures.
19

 

As a result, to be a part of the diaspora, migrants are expected to have positive contribution to the motherland. Although it 

is critical to mention that it is not only for that reason that there is a growing rate of African migrants in various parts of 

the world, even if it is sometimes perceived to be so. According to so many statistics, Europe is the second destination for 

African migrants (29.4% of the African migrants choose to go in Europe), with the U.S being the preferred option.
20
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Below is lists of countries were people of African origin have settled the most: 

1. Brazil - 55.9 Million 

Brazil has an estimated 55.9 million people of African descent, making it the country with the largest African Diaspora 

population. The Portuguese started the slave trade during the 1550s, and they managed to trade over five million enslaved 

people from Mozambique, Congo, Angola, Nigeria, Benin, and Ghana. About 50% of those captured were brought to 

Brazil and forced to work on the mines and sugar plantations in northeastern parts of the country which includes the 

present day Bahia and Pernambuco states. The slave trade was the foundation of the economy of the country, and after it 

ended in 1888 many enslaved people settled in Brazil. 

2. The United States - 46.4 Million 

Although the Trans-Atlantic slave trade brought a majority of the slaves to the United States, many Africans also migrated 

to the United States voluntarily. Today, many people continue to emigrate from various countries in Africa to the United 

States. The number of African-born Americans has increased from 1,183,316 in 2000 to over 1,676,413 in 2010. The top 

countries of origin for the African-born people living in the United States include Kenya, Ghana, Egypt, Ethiopia, and 

Nigeria. The United States has an African Diaspora population of over 46.4 million people which is about 13.6% of the 

entire country's population. 

3. Haiti - 10.1 Million 

Afro-Haitians refer to all the citizens of Haiti of African descent. Many are the descendants of enslaved people who were 

once brought to Haiti by the French to work on plantations. The majority of these people came from West Africa and 

Central Africa mainly from Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Sierra Leone, Benin and Senegal among others. Haiti has 

over 10.1 million Afro-Haitians which accounts for 95% of the nation‘s population. 

4. Dominican Republic - 9.2 Million 

Afro-Dominicans refer to all Dominicans of African ancestry. The number of Afro-Dominicans whose ancestors were 

brought from Central Africa and West Africa from the 16th to the 19th century is 9.2 million. The population also 

includes all the other immigrants from the French and Anglo Caribbean nations who came to the Dominican Republic 

during the 20th century. The majority of the immigrants are from Haiti. The Afro-Dominicans are the significant minority 

population in the country. 

5. Colombia - 4.9 Million 

The Colombians of African descent are known as Afro-Colombians. With an African Diaspora population of about 4.9 

million, Colombia has the third highest population of African diaspora members in the western hemisphere and the fifth 

largest globally. Africans were brought as slaves by 1520s from various West African nations including Cameroon, 

Nigeria, and Ghana among others to replace the reducing population of Native Americans. They were forced to work on 

large haciendas, cattle ranches, sugar cane plantations and gold mines. Currently, people of African descent make up over 

10.6% of the population of Colombia. 

1.3 Who is a part of the diaspora?  

In some situations, those that identify with the term diaspora are usually those that with long historical lineages like the 

African-American, Indian-American, Hispanic-American, Jewish-American, Chinese American et cetera. To this category 

of people, they identify with their present domicile but always connect with their ancestral homeland. 

Each time the word diaspora is mentioned, the first thought is that of a dispersed people, but recently, that has been 

modified to include a community of people who live outside their country of origin or who share a common ancestry but 

ultimately maintain an active, vibrant connection. It is now known that the diaspora includes both the descendants and 

emigrants.
21
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In this day and age, we perceive the diaspora as mainly as a varied category of people with series of connections to their 

motherland,
22

  these people include migrant workers; dual citizens; citizens of the second, third and even further 

generation; and people in some instances with a common ethnic ancestry. 

Nevertheless, some have criticized diaspora‘s expanded definition, arguing that universalizing the word leaches out its 

pathos.  As Rogers Brubaker, a professor of sociology at University of California, Los Angeles points out: ―If everyone is 

diasporic, then no one is distinctly so.‖
23

  The experience of being scattered is central to the identity of the ethnic groups 

that the word has traditionally been used to describe, and some fear that the collective tragedy that these peoples 

experienced will stop being commemorated if every community lays claim to the word. 

Like the people it was meant to describe, the word ―diaspora‖ has been scattered while maintaining its original meaning‘s 

essence.  One reason that ―diaspora‖ has proliferated is that ―immigrant‖ is an unsatisfying term. Immigrants are narrowly 

defined as people who take up long term or permanent residence in a new country. It is a term that describes a person‘s 

movement between countries but does not capture the enduring emotional attachments to the place he or she left.  In 

contrast, the word ―diaspora‖ allows the person who immigrated and all of their descendants to describe the meaningful 

connection they have to their country or region of heritage without diminishing the significance of their membership in 

the nation in which they reside.
24

 

Another reason for a broader interpretation of the diaspora concept is that more and more people are becoming members 

of the diaspora. With the growing acceleration of globalization, more and more people are migrating from their homeland 

to chase greener pastures in other places. This unlike many years ago, when people travel and cut ties, today‘s emigrants 

and their off-springs are thought to maintain close connections with the people and places they came from. With growing 

technology and low priced air and train tickets, emigrants are in constant communication with families and loved ones 

back in their country of origin.
25

 

Former U.S President Barack Obama in his book ―Dreams of my father: A story of Race and Inheritance which became a 

best-seller narrated the diaspora story in a way many could relate.
26

 In the book, he highlighted his close ties with the 

native land of his father, Kenya and how as a young man, he traveled to the country to gain a better understanding of his 

ancestral home. Many Africans that were equally born and raised outside their home of heritage have also embarked on 

such expeditions. Famous U.S music icon, Akon, though born in Senegal but raised in the U.S is one prominent African 

―diasporan‖ that has taken varies steps towards connecting with his homeland also encouraging his peers to join. 

Among Africans, particularly those living outside their homeland, the need for brotherhood and togetherness is always 

exhorted and that has helped families bond with their loved ones far and wide. These diaspora members always ensure 

that their cultural, religious and sometimes spiritual bonds are intact. By keeping such connection, they believe they are 

paying homage to their ancestors and at the same time preserving their heritage.
27

 

2.   IMPACT OF ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE DIASPORA 

Funds from abroad are a critical part of Africa‘s economic growth, and many countries in the continent have received 

more money from the diaspora than they have through any other source including financial aid. The habit of remitting 

money to family members and loved ones is not peculiar to Africa and not completely new as well, however, this trend 
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has caught the attention of stakeholders and academics due to the enormous impact it has made and still making. Many 

developing economies have come to the realization that funds from the diaspora are indeed crucial to the socio-economic 

wellbeing of the people of the country. The advancement of technology has made it very convenient and easy to send 

money from any part of the world within a few minutes.
28

 

The amount of money received in Africa has continually increased and have drawn global attention. This is a fact 

considering the rise in money transfer outlets particularly in Europe and the U.S. Transfers to sub-Sahara Africa alone 

grew to $37.8 billion in 2017; according to the World Bank and recent figures have it that it will hit around $47.2 billion 

in 2019.
29

 Equally, not surprising, Africa‘s largest economy, Nigeria led African receipts with $22.3 billion in 2017 alone. 

Liberia was the African country for whom remittances accounted for the highest share of GDP at 25.9% in the same 

year.
30

 

In the continent, the growing impact of diaspora economic contribution is hardly discussed or reported in the news and the 

reason is partially due to government‘s apprehension that the people might see them as not performing if the money that 

runs the economy is hugely generated from outside.
31

 Most of these leaders deliberately underreport the true impact of the 

diaspora contribution to their GDP for fear of the impact motivating the diaspora to influence local policies. This is true 

even in countries like Somalia and Liberia that depend highly on foreign remittances for economic sustenance. 
32

 

We live in the period of enormous global human and capital flows, and it is no gain saying that the impact of the diaspora 

to the development of the economies of their home countries has been mammoth. Africa remains the region where the 

funds from outside its shores have done more good to the country and people that elsewhere in the world.  It is believed 

that over 40% of Africans still live in poverty and the diaspora has steadily tried to push change this appalling situation.
33

 

The current 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development of the United Nations
34

 explains the huge input of migrants and 

diaspora for attaining sustainable economic development. It stresses the need to understand how funds from the diaspora 

can be utilized for advanced development financing by reducing remittance costs and mobilizing diaspora savings and 

mutual remittances.  

The Addis Ababa Action Agenda on financing new sustainable development goals that was elaborated during the Summit 

of 2015 among other things fashioned out a way to reduce transfer cost to at least 3% by 2030. The leaders of various 

African countries outlined the desire to spread and improve development financing from the domestic as well as private 

means, indicating that innovative schemes were required for harnessing and investing transfers for national 

development.
35

 

The consistent flow of capital into Africa is a welcome development in the light of the constant diminishing of aid flows 

from Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries to low-income countries in the 

continent. Funds transfers to Africa are among the most expensive in the world according to reports.
36

  As of 2015, the 

global cost of sending $200 averaged at about 8% of the amount remitted, but in the case of Africa, the costs of transfers 

remained very close to 12% as reported by the World Bank. 
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There are many other ways the diaspora connections are of huge importance to the homeland and this can be termed 

―social remittances‖ which could take the form of skills, doctrines, ideas, philosophy that are transferred back to the 

migrants‘‘ homeland.
37

 These are not just important development instruments, but also add immensely to transnational 

mutual formation through democratic ideas and attitudes, skills, management practices and even doctrines.
38

 

The transnational social capital structure is a socially and culturally designed methodology, which is hinged on the norms 

and ties of trust and mutuality.
39

 By engineering organizational study and transfer of knowledge, migrants‘ mutual 

organizations can boost partnership between public and private sectors. 

The diaspora community members collectively put funds together through different development enterprises and networks 

for the improvement of the wellbeing of the people back home. Some of these enterprises and networks may include 

motherland community associations, ethnic associations, business associations, professional associations, welfare and 

refugees groups, virtual outfits et cetera.
40

 

With such organizations increasing, the study of the effect of collective remittances to the development of the homeland 

and its people is still not common within the academia.
41

 It is believed that funds from abroad can instigate conflicts and 

at the same time can be used beneficially for development. Some experts have said that the prolonged Somalia war that 

ended a few years ago was hugely fuelled by the diaspora who has interests in the affairs of their homeland.
42

 

It is therefore imperative that when we examine the impact of remittances flowing into the continent, we should not only 

focus on the adversity it could bring, but also on the positives that hugely comes with it. 
43

 With a well-articulated 

mechanism, the diaspora can positively influence countries even when in crisis; this can take the form of education, skills 

transfer and emergency assistance.
44

 

Ensuring that there is a conducive policy atmosphere for facilitating the efficacy and transparency of diaspora transfers as 

well as their constructive use is paramount to a rewarding post-crisis rebuilding and national development. Most countries 

in the continent are also encouraged to promote regulatory mechanisms that would expedite low-cost transfers among 

people of a nationality living in the diaspora, as well as providing them the best avenues to acquire the cheapest and most 

effective financial services. Policy resolutions are also required by the institutions of the homeland to integrate transfers 

into broader national development strategies and financial democracy programmes.
45

 

3.   THE DIASPORA’S PARTICIPATION IN POLICY ACTIONS: A RIGHTS-BASED METHOD 

There have been continuous discourses for the vindication of the diaspora‘s voice to policies in their home country, which 

some suggesting that their involvement should be monitored. But some others have come up with opposing views, 

arguing that the member of the diaspora may have the right to dual citizenship, therefore recognizing him in his ancestral 

home might have more positives than negatives. 

                                                           
37

 Levitt, P., and D. Lamba-Nieves (2011). “Social Remittances Revisited.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 
37(1): 1-22 
38

 Antwi-Boateng, O. (2012). “The Transformation of the US-Based Liberian Diaspora from Hard Power to Soft Power 
Agents”, African Studies Quarterly, Vol. 13 
39

 Eckstein, S. and A. Najam (2013). How Immigrants Impact Their Homelands. Duke University Press. 
40

 Plaza, S. and D. Ratha (2011). “Harnessing Diaspora Resources for Africa.” In Diaspora for Development in Africa,ed. S. 
Plaza and D. Ratha, 1-54. Washington, D.C.: The World Bank. 
41

 Sorensen, N., Van Hear, N. and P. Engberg-Pedersen (2003). “Migration, Development and Conflict: State-ofthe-Art 
Overview.” In The Migration-Development Nexus, ed. N. Van Hear and N. Sorensen, 5 50. UN and the International 
Organization for Migration. 
42

 Lindley, A. (2009). “Between ‘Dirty Money’ and ‘Development Capital’: Somali Money Transfer Infrastructure 
under Global Scrutiny.” African Affairs 108: 519-539. 
43

 Lubkemann, S. (2008). “Remittance Relief and Not-Just-For-Profit Entrepreneurship: the Case of Liberia.” In 
Diasporas and Development: Exploring the Potential, (ed.) Jennifer M Brinkerhoff. London and Boulder: Lynne 
Rienner Publishers 
44

 Kleist, N. and I. Vammen (2012). Diaspora Groups and Development in Fragile Situations. DIIS Report 09. 
45

 ibid 



  ISSN 2394-9694 

International Journal of Novel Research in Humanity and Social Sciences 
Vol. 6, Issue 4, pp: (11-29), Month: July - August 2019, Available at: www.noveltyjournals.com 

 

Page | 19 
Novelty Journals 

 

The critics of the participation of the diaspora in domestic matters in their home country have queried the loyalty of 

citizens with dual nationality, citing that they can switch camp at the slightest of opportunity. However, some observers 

have kicked against that, insinuating that such argument could also be made for those that have totally forfeited their 

motherland in exchange for a new one. Therefore, it‘s not sure how a person in the diaspora would swing just based on 

single or dual nationality.
46

  

Given the above position, it is therefore not too simple to hold the view that they should alienate themselves totally from 

policy actions back home, this will sound outrageous. With this uncertainty, therefore, the position of the diaspora needs 

carefully scrutiny. It is not atypical to see them negotiating for all types of involvement in policy making in both their 

newly settled home and home country. The place of the diaspora cannot be overemphasized considering the enormous 

financial contributions to make to the homeland; this is evident when you look at the staggering figure of annual 

remittances into a place like Africa.
47

 

Members of the diaspora who are mostly citizens of their host countries; usually in tiny groups as they always appear, are 

not deprived of any rights that apply to other citizens of their adopted country.
48

 In some countries, particularly those in 

the Nordic region like Sweden, Denmark, Finland et cetera, the rights they accord the diaspora is more or less the same 

with the citizens of the host country. In some cases, they even have the right to vote in local elections, therefore 

influencing policies in a foreign land.
49

 

The loyalty of the diaspora to home country disparaged, and that explains why more often than not, political decisions 

made by their host country cannot be said to be of no interest to them. The diaspora is always concerned with the trend of 

events back home and what other countries do or intend to do to them always arouse concern.  

Some of the instances of actions like this can be seen when members of the diaspora mobilize themselves to petition or 

demonstrate the involvement of host country in the internal affairs of their home country, particularly during political 

unrest. What this means, therefore, is that the diaspora is not completely excused to the host country‘s political decisions 

that have or might have impact on his home country, which by extension might directly affect his country mates 

politically, economically or even socially. 
50

 

No arguing that the rights of the family member of the diaspora may not be enshrined in the legal framework or may not 

be mandatory observations of the host country, since the diaspora member is not entirely a citizen,
51

 nonetheless, the host 

country still owe it as a duty to carry out political decisions that will not negatively affect the population in general and by 

extension the diaspora community that consists of people that are legally and culturally integrated into the host country 

society.  

According to various scholars, a rights-based method does not overlook, but strives to make a special enlightening of, the 

tenacious system of marginalization or alienation of even the smallest minority in most communities.  In that vein, 

arguing that minority citizens have no privilege to rights and should be shut out in political decision making is 

misbegotten. 
52

 A case for the African diaspora contributing to policy actions that affect their homeland stems from their 

rights as minority groups whose rights should not be breached. 
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The rights-based method ensures that resources be shared equitably, and the marginalized also should be able to discharge 

their rights regarding such resources.
53

 These rights regarding resources can mainly be manifested largely be expressed 

when the diaspora have the clout to contribute to policy actions in their host country regarding their home country. 

4.   INCREASING NUMBER OF AFRICAN MIGRANTS AND RISKS THAT SHOULD BE 

SCRUTINIZED 

4.1 The increasing number in people movement to Europe and the U.S  

Most of the discourse about migration, particularly when it relates to Africans, is dominated by the horrendous scenes we 

see reported on TV from Libya and deadly Mediterranean voyages. However, this trend has not changed much; Africans 

are still desperately in search of new homes and beginnings. 

International expedition from Africans, particularly those from the south of the Sahara has not abated in the past couple of 

decades, in fact, records have it that the number of people trying to get out of the continent continues to rise by the year; 

and their destinations are mostly Europe and the U.S. These adventurers end up as refugees in some cases and lawful 

permanent residents in other cases.
54

 

Important to note, is that Africa hosts more refugees than Europe does and this is so because of the incessant and non-

ending civil conflicts going on in countries like South Sudan, The Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African 

Republic, Mali, The Cameroons and even Northern Nigeria.  Reports have it that close to 5 million African refugees are 

scattered in various countries within the periphery of Africa, with Uganda being the biggest host.
55

 

According to a Pew Research Center report and other related reports, the reasons for mass movement of Africans vary 

from individual to individual and in many cases from country to country based on circumstances. The paths they also take 

to get their desired port of call also vary. Europe has been the biggest recipient of African migrants in recent decades and 

that number was amplified by the influx of about 1 million asylum seekers between 2010-2018. Norway and Switzerland 

have reportedly hosted more international students and resettled refugees, mostly through family reunion.
56

 

According to the reports from the U.S Department of Homeland Security and the U.S State Department, about 100,000 

people from sub-Saharan Africa were received as refugees between 2010-2017. This number make up the over 400,000 

people settled in the U.S from various warring countries around the globe.
57

  About 190,000 refugees were granted lawful 

permanent residence on the grounds of relations with American citizens; while over 120,000 more were received through 

the U.S diversity visa scheme. 

There is no gain saying that at the moment, more and more young Africans want to leave the continent, not only those 

from crisis ridden countries, but equally from relatively peaceful countries. The issue has always been that of ―greener 

pasture‖ considering that over 40% of people living in poverty globally are from Africa. The stagnation of most of the 

economies and the increasing unemployment rates has been responsible for this.  Countries like Nigeria, Ghana, Senegal, 

The Gambia, and Liberia have more young people desperately in need of improved life outside the shores of the 

continent. 

Among the Africans in Europe, Nigeria, Ghana, Senegal and Kenya make the bulk of migrants there, but in the U.S, the 

story is a bit different, Africans there are diverse with sub-Saharan Africans dominating.
58

 Others with a significant 

number residing in Europe are from South Africa, Somalia, Senegal, Angola, the Democratic Republic of Congo and 

Cameroon. 
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Some compatriots of these sub-Saharan migrant populations in the U.S. and Europe have enlarged more than others. 

Reports from the U.N estimates that between 2010-2017, the total number of Somali migrants in Europe swelled by over 

80,000 people, additionally, that population was increased with the inclusion of Eritreans that are now almost 40,000 

residing in Europe as of 2018.
59

 

When you look at destinations, as of 2017, nearly three-quarters (72%) of Europe‘s sub-Saharan immigrant population 

was settled in just four countries and these were:  the U.K (1.27 million), France (980,000), Italy (370,000) and Portugal 

(360,000). In the U.S., migrants from sub-Saharan Africa can be found across the country, with 42% in the American 

South, 24% in the Northeast, 18% in the Midwest and 17% in the West.
60

 

4.2 A scheme that risks lives: African migrants and risks that should be scrutinized 

The U.N.'s universal declaration of human rights stipulates that "everyone has the right to leave any country, including 

his own" (Article 13.2). 

The events of recent years in Africa are not a secret, it is well understood that migration is big business and those that 

benefit the most are agents and the police or what some might describe as immigration officers. In the past couple of 

decades, we have witnessed mass exodus of Africans crossing the Sahara Desert aided by merchants, transporters and 

even the police.
61

 This group of people has made the quest for migration more attractive to the people, therefore 

increasing the risks and potential accidents as we have seen in the past. Since corruption is an undeniable reality, some 

smugglers collaborate with the police to pass people through with little or no concern for their welfare afterwards. 

The fundamental mistake in the newly adopted scheme of Europe to tame irregular migration was the launch of the Trust 

Fund for stability and addressing of causes of irregular migration and displaced person in Africa. This initiative has gone 

ahead to criminalize migration stemming out of Africa with more stringent legislation. The one thing they missed out was 

the boomerang effect of this measure. Now, the merchants and transporters are designing new ways of crossing 

passengers at higher risks. An average of seven people dies each day trying to cross the Mediterranean as reported by the 

U.N refugee agency, the UNHCR in 2018.
62

 

In 2015 in Niger alone, 48 bodies were found in the desert, including 34 children. Another 20 were found in June 2016, 44 

in May 2017 and 52 in June 2017. With the numbers rising, this might just be the microcosm of a bigger situation. The 

figure might have been reduced significantly by the police to avoid criticisms from keen observers; the EU and most 

international organizations are also complicit. 

The international criminalization of trans-regional movement in Africa has increased the risks and danger for many people 

that now pursue protection and assistance from criminal organizations. They pay heavily to get to the North of the Sahara 

and ultimately to Europe. Most of them pay in cash, while those not too buoyant,
63

 and pay with their freedom. This is one 

of the many risks the tightening of legislation comes with. This arrangement reached by the EU and their African 

counterparts have hugely affected local economic agents and even the migrants who feel unwelcome at home.
64
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The desire to leave Africa by young people in search of a new life will not end soon as most African countries still toil 

with inflation, unemployment and budget deficits. They will continue to make the hazardous voyage towards Europe since 

this appears to be the most feasible to them at the moment.
65

 

For the EU and African leaders, the core of their meetings center around financial matters with little or no attention paid 

to human rights and risks associated with tough legislation on African migrants. The conditions are getting worse in 

Africa and also not getting in any better in Europe with the criminalization of movement of people from Africa.  

The EU gives voting money to projects in Africa and supporting corrupt African leaders in propagating a legislation that 

further risks the life of the African youth.  The crux of the matter is that no one really cares and the victims are those 

running away to seek improved life for themselves and families. The governments of Africa should focus more in 

channeling resources towards development of industry, start-ups for young people, education et cetera to cutback these 

migration risks. 

5.   THE CONUNDRUM OF THE AFRICAN IMMIGRANT 

Dissecting the African people‘s movement, one thing is pertinent, this movement is not peculiar to only the people from 

the continent, like many other people in the past and present, mobility of people is a human phenomenon. Africans will 

continue to move like the Indians to the United Arab Emirates, the Mexicans to the U.S, Indonesians to Australia et 

cetera. So, isolating the Africans in this discourse would mean doing the academia no justice. 

Not all African migrants sojourn just for ambition or adventure, many are forced to travel because they are left with little 

or no choice, particularly in conflict inflicted countries like witnessed in South Sudan, The Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Mali and recently, Cameroon.
66

 Some of these countries have been marred by terrorist attacks among other civil 

unrests. Since 2003 radical religious organizations have risen to 300 percent since 2010, leaving many African 

governments with the trouble of containing exclusive social groups. 

Pastoralism and groups emerging from that line of endeavour have been the most affected as many of them struggle with 

conforming to urban lifestyle and growth of services in the economy. In Nigeria, for example, the government since the 

last 6 years has struggled to contain the menace of herdsmen, forcing people living in those troubled domains to flee for 

safer life elsewhere. 

Within Africa, there has been continuous struggle for peace, limiting local residents to opportunities thereby forcing 

migration with many of them now facing expulsion in their newfound settlements. Since the independence of many 

African countries, Africans have been expelled fellow Africans from different countries more than 35 times as reported by 

the U.N UNHCR.
67

 

There is also no shortage of educated Africans in the diaspora. These are the groups that travel by air and not through the 

deserts or in small boats in the sea. It is recorded that one in every six university graduates in the diaspora left their 

country of origin for the purpose of improved education. This makes Africa the home to the highest number of educated 

migrants.
68

 

The highly skilled Africans account for 35% of Africans leaving the shores of the continent, one of the highest in the 

world. This might explain why remittance transfer continue to skyrocket, with the current record standing at over 40 

billion U.S dollars in 2018 alone, which is about 4% of the combined GDP of Africa.
69
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To that effect, Africans see migration as a positive phenomenon. It has contributed largely to the growth of homeland 

economies, with those transported through slavery many centuries ago also playing their parts in meaningful ways. 

Global demographics are evolving so fast that it is difficult to maintain the wealth distribution patterns we are now 

accustomed to. It is a struggle to show to the people that austerity measures are not the panacea to the dual problems of 

large African debts. The majority of African countries are now devices mechanism to tap the full potential of their citizens 

living in the diaspora.
70

 

The number of debts which confronts every polity in the region is worrisome and calls for urgent solutions; with the 

diaspora substantial seen as a support. As a continent with the youngest population in the world, governments need to pay 

more attention on the wellbeing of their citizens outside their shores and engage with them more closely to ensure that the 

many troubles they face in foreign land are alleviated. 

The demographic boom in Africa should be seen as a huge benefit. African policymakers should, however be apprised, 

that the faith of these young Africans will depend on investments on human capital. There is no promised land anywhere 

without work and proper planning.
71

 Describing international migration is to describe cross-border connections: the cord 

connecting fastening sending and receiving countries is a significant aspect of the migration experience. 

This issue is the outcome of investigations highlighting the ways in which international migration cuts across national 

borders to produce a range of dynamic cross-border ties. No walls being erected in any part of the world will forestall 

such a phenomenon. Therefore, it is expected that governments improve education, transportation, technology and overall 

public infrastructure to help influence more positive migration and transnational social connectivity and contrariwise.
72

 

A more optimistic perception, hope to see migrants playing the role of bridges and connectors between host countries and 

homeland. Policy actions should be geared more towards the provision of markets, sources of investment and expertise, 

additional, help guide public discourse; design progressive reform plans and helps implement reforms and new projects. 

Migrants are acquiring modern competences, and this should be seen as leverage.
73

 

Therefore, it is expected that arbitrary legislations and policies should be scrapped and more protection accorded 

immigrants to allow them equal opportunities in their new found home. Every migrant should be entitled to the inherent 

freedom and space deserving of every human. The need to solve the immigration conundrum is admissible and can no 

longer be overlooked. 

6.   CONCLUSION 

This paper has illuminated the euphoria of the African diaspora and the dangers of migrants in their quest to be integrated 

into the larger ―common community‖, which could be called the diaspora. The African diaspora is not imposing.
74

 It is a 

group of diverse, multifaceted and multigenerational demographic spreading all over the globe and social-economic and 

cultural position. 

Many members of the diaspora today left the motherland or were bred abroad for multiple reasons. Some of these as 

highlighted before includes war, conflict; lack of job opportunities yet this people maintain ties with their country of 

origin. There are also cases of those that were born and raised in the diaspora but have kept connection with their ancestral 

home by all available means. These people travel, learn local language or start transnational businesses. 
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Africa as a whole has over 35 million international migrants; this is a huge number even with the exclusion of 

undocumented migrants and second and third generation migrants. These people continue to contribute in one way or the 

other to the development of their homeland, with economic support being on top of the list. Migrant remittances to Sahara 

Africa alone grew to $37.8 billion in 2017; according to the World Bank and recent figures have it that it will hit around 

$47.2 billion in 2019. 

This paper has identified the efforts of African countries in reaching out to the diaspora. Countries like Nigeria, Senegal, 

Ghana, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Uganda and South Africa have initiated several programmes to incorporate their citizens 

living in the diaspora as partners in national development. These countries have well supported institutions that constantly 

try to engage with the members of its diaspora.
75

 

These programmes have taken different dimensions; most of the countries now have immigration and diaspora affairs 

under the ministry of foreign affairs or ministry of internal affairs, some even have it under the ministry of youth and 

women development.
76

 These entities are charged with the assignment of harnessing the potential of the diaspora and 

ensuring that their presence is felt back home. However, these efforts hitherto have not yielded the desired results as more 

as the government and the members are expected to work in closer ties for maximization of prospective benefits 

While we give credit to African countries that have so far made serious efforts at connecting with the diaspora, it is 

important to state that the diaspora is neither the silver linen of economic growth nor the cure for Africa‘s multiple woes. 

The thirst to tap into the diaspora potential should not derail governments of the need to continuously look inward for 

home-grown solutions to problems. The need for sound and responsive leadership is crucial
77

 merged with prudent 

management and responsible governance. The challenge, therefore, is for these governments to garner experiences and 

resources from the diaspora while meticulously looking for long lasting solutions more internally.
78

 

In relating with their Diasporas, African countries must be aware of some backlash that might arise internally if too much 

attention is paid to the outside and little to the inside. There are cases where the diaspora groups are seen as more 

attractive than the local groups. An example can be cited with the situation in Liberia as recorded by some scholars
79

, 

There is this notion among the locals in Liberia that the government is only interested in the privileged members of the 

diaspora wishing to return home to reclaim lost assets after the protracted civil war in that country. 

It is therefore critical that African governments stay conscious of the way they treat the diaspora viz-a-viz the locals. They 

need to make the country very attractive for the diaspora to be hopeful and the locals to be appreciative. The need to 

always unite the people should be paramount. The diaspora also has a duty to persuade the government of their homeland 

to promulgate policies that will give home to those at home and inspire those outside to see the need for a return. 

While we have witnessed the attempts of African governments to make the diaspora an important player in its 

developmental goals they have not in general incorporated migration and development matters into their overall 

development agendas.  

It could be said that these governments have been applying highly cosmopolitan two-way blueprint of engaging the 

diaspora as a separate development ally from their other traditional partners, but it can also be argued that the case is not 
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so because of the absence of strong state institutions.
80

 For weaker economies, the engaging of the diaspora should be 

seen as pivotal and governments should always design schemes to sustain this relationship.
81

 

It is estimated that there are about 150 million migrants in the world, and of this number, about 50 million are thought to 

be Africans. The number is rising and there is no indication of it slowing down in the foreseeable future, therefore, the 

management of migrants has been niggling and poses one of the crucial challenges for countries in the world, particularly 

in this 21
st
 century. 

For the past few years, the migration conundrum has been gaining momentum not only continentally but also 

international, with governments of Africa and the EU in particular always clashing on policies on Africa migrants. No 

matter what resolutions are reached, there is the need for a broad and balanced approach to migration, with attention on 

migration realties and phenomena as well as ties between migration and other fundamental economic, social, cultural and 

humanitarian complications.  

African governments are keen to see barriers to free movement of labour dismantled and continue to push industrialized 

economies to have a serious discourse on the subject matter. At the World Trade Organization (WTO), governments of 

African member countries and those from other developing countries are making a case that that just as trade in goods, 

services and information have been opened up, so should the flow of labour, a sector in which developing countries hold 

an advantage and from which they could earn significant revenue.
82

  

Irregular migration is also an avenue for a growing youth population that are usually confronted with dearth of job 

opportunities and social frustration. Governments who are keen on negotiating forced returns should be cautious as this 

comes with huge risks. Mali had a deal with the EU worth U.S $160 million to help expedite Malian returns from Europe 

in 2016, the deal fell through when the Malian people made it clear to the government that it was unacceptable and the 

government withdrew from the deal.
83

 

Governments of Europe must be aware that this has ramifications. It does not only undermine democracy but also 

compromises human rights,
84

 at the end.  These policies and agreements only aggravate the situation which is opposite of 

what is intended. There is, therefore, the need for intelligent migration management to avoid angering the people and 

triggering any form of political brouhaha. 

Therefore, a country‘s acceptance of a forced return deal does not necessarily yield expected results. One example is 

Ethiopia.
85

 Ethiopia had a deal with Norway to return back migrants but this has not been too effective, in fact the return 

rate of Ethiopians fell from 11% in 2012 to 9% in 2017, which is 5 years after the deal was reached. 

The EU is already spending over €2 billion to help African countries with border management and addressing the so-

called primary causes of migration. Pledging huge amount of money is the easiest part, enticing, and it pleases policy-

makers on both sides of the fence. But the jury is still out on the efficacy of this idea.
86
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While this kind of funding would allow the governments of Europe to initiative positive processes on migration and 

politicians agreeing to the forced return, the risk is that these billions will end up in the wrong hands and therefore amount 

naught.
87

 The EU would be better off having a round table tete-a-tete with their African counterparts to agree on a few 

important areas where significant changes can be achieved in the short and long terms. 

Therefore, it is expected that arbitrary legislations and policies should be dumped and more protection yielded to 

immigrants to allow them equal opportunities in their new found home. Every migrant should be entitled to the inherent 

freedom and space deserving of every human. The need to solve the immigration conundrum is permissible and can no 

longer be overlooked. 
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